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Maidstone Mela 2016 

 
Maidstone Mela was introduced in 2002 to contribute to building a better understanding 

between local communities and celebrate the diversity of Maidstone’s residents. It quickly 
became a well-respected and successful culturally diverse celebration. 
  

Since 2002 Maidstone  ‘the place’ and its population have changed considerably   In view of 
the changing communities and the competing demands on us as a local authority it is now 

time to consider what the Mela represents and what format it should take going forward.  
Research this year will help to clarify this and investigate how it can be funded to make it 

sustainable in the future. It will be important during this process to consult with the local 
communities who are engaged through their involvement with the Maidstone Mela Advisory 
Group. The research will also look at those communities that never have been, or are no 

longer, engaged and ask them for their input. 
 

To aid this research, we have decided to take a different approach to this year’s Mela and 
are moving it to the Town Centre. The Maidstone Street Mela will be a celebration of 
culturally diverse arts with street performances and interactive arts workshops taking place 

on Saturday September 10. We are delighted to be working again with Cohesion Plus Kent 
who have been involved with the Mela since its inception.   

 
We hope that you agree that this is great opportunity to update and re-energise this great 
event, to reach new audiences and bring together more people to enjoy music, dance and 

food from within our multi-cultural community.  
 

Yours sincerely 

 
Laura Dickson 
Marketing & Sales Manager, MCIM 

Maidstone Culture and Leisure 
t 01622 602510    

e lauradickson@maidstone.gov.uk 
w www.visitmaidstone.com  w www.maidstonemuseum.org 
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